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What i s Wildlife 

Rehabilitation and 

Why Is It Needed?  
 
Contact between humans and wildlife 
grows daily as humans expand into or 
destroy wildlife habitat.  In most cases, 
when humans and wildlife collide, 
wildlife suffers.  Wildlife Rehabilitation 
gives these wild animals a second chance 
to live free in their natural habitat.   
 
Rehabilitation is the process of providing 
aid to injured, orphaned, displaced, or 
distressed animals in such a way that 
they may survive when released to their 
native habitats. It can also involve 
anticipating and helping to prevent 
problems with wildlife and humanely 
resolving human -wildlife conflicts.   

 
Free-ranging native wildlife is a natural resource that belongs to the public and 
wildlife rehabilitation is regulated by state or provincial and federal wildlife 
agencies.  Rehabilitators hold the permits or licenses that allow them to legally 
possess wild animals for rehabilitation and release.   Helping wildlife in need is not 
an easy task.  Working with wildlife requires special knowledge, skill, and 
facilities.  Potential dangers exist for the people, their domestic animals and the 
wild animal when rehabilitat ion is undertaken. 
 
People can learn about wildlife rehabilitation in a variety of ways.  There are 
training programs, seminars, and conferences offered on rehabilitation techniques 
and many relevant subjects, such as the natural history of wildlife, anato my and 
physiology, nutrition and diets, first aid and trauma care, capture and handling, 
cage design and construction, working with the public, and much more. Such 
programs are offered through NWRA (National Wildlife Rehabilitators Asso.), 
IWRC (Internatio nal Wildlife Rehabilitation Council), veterinarians, wildlife 
professionals, state and provincial wildlife agencies and more.     
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My mentor was leaving town.  She was leaving 

town and giving away all her animals to other 

people to keep. I boldly spoke up. òI want 

some ôpossums!ó (What was I thinking? They 

bite.  The re are lots of teeth. Sharp, pointy 

teeth. They look like rats.  What was I thinking?)  

She gave me three ôpossums. THREE. Arriving 

home, I gently broke it to my husband who, 

oddly, was interested. òNo more bunnies, 

honeyó, I said. òOnly these little bitty ôpossums - 

and not for long really ð just until Kate comes 

back.ó (Yes, yes. I  might have lied.) 

Thank fortune I had recently completed Bunny 

World, a gigantic cage made of PVC and 

twisty ties, an easy, breezy outdoor animal 

lodge. But at first they had to stay in their small 

cage in the bathroom, away from the 

dragondogs and magiccats. They ate and 

grew and ate and grew.   

After about a week, with great ceremony and 

fanfare, Nibbles, Bits and Percy were moved to 

the newly renamed ôPossum World.  Day One 

was a complete success!  

Day Two in ôPossum World there came a great 

rain storm and I realized that the World wasnõt 

rain proof!  My babies were soaked to the skin 

My FirstóPossums  

(or, I Was a ôpossum virgin)            

 

 

  

and in a really nasty mood! I stowed them in 

an old purse of mine until I could get 

everythin g mopped up and dry.  I stole all of 

my husbandõs big golf umbrellas to cover the 

World, pulled out everything fluffy and soft, 

and got the babies situated back inside. A 

hurried trip to the store got me a tarp and 

some bungy cords and we were back in 

business.   

A couple of weeks went by and things were 

great.   We tried all kinds of foods ð fruit, 

vegetables, meat, an occasional roach if I 

could catch it, some pasta, cheese, etc.  

They were regular gourmands!  

Poor Percy took a turn for the worse for some 

reason and a few days later passed away. 

We had a solemn burial and lit a candle in 

her memory.   

The other two ladies continued to thrive on 

grapes, chicken legs and cherry tomatoes.  

They passed the mandatory 500+ grams with 

flying colors and were schedu led for their 

debut release.  

Iõll sure miss them.  They were my first! 

    - author unknown  
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From the Presidenté.. 

 

11370  

Link your Tom Thumb Reward Card today 

to Charity #11370 for Wildcare to 

receive a portion of your purchase.  

Baby season 2008 is winding down, cooler weather is on the way, and it's time to take a 

breath and start planning for 2009.  

 

This year we ha ve seen tremendous growth in our membership, and have taken the 

beginning steps toward launching an intake center for wildlife rehabilitation.  We have 

worked toward pairing new members with mentors, and have expanded the Board to 

encompass new projects an d responsibilities.  We could not accomplish any of these 

things without your support and participation.  

 

For the remainder of 2008 and into 2009, I would challenge each of you to get involved 

beyond paying annual dues and attending a meeting or two.  Ther e are many 

opportunities available, in outreach, donations management, fundraising, and training, 

as well as hands -on care.  WildCare is your organization; what you get out of your 

membership is a direct reflection of what you put into it.  Every member ha s skills and 

resources that are valuable to the organization as a whole, but we cannot maximize 

that value if we don't know about you!      

         Kate Rugroden  
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Belen conducted the Squirrel 101 Class 

in August.   It was very well attended by 

experienced rehabbers and newbies. 

There was some ter rific back and forth 

discussion, (the kind where you learn 

the most!), and as she continued her 

talk and slide show she shared her 

personal experiences which is always 

great fun, not that we would actually 

laugh at  her about the problems she 

had..,  Afterw ard she and  some helpers  

demonstrated the use of some of the 

equipment and feeding techniques.   

Squirrel 101 Class  

   

  

  

Belen Norbert  



 

 

 

 

 

ATTN:  All Wildlife Rehabbers in the Metroplex and surrounding areas:  

Free fish is available for y our wildlife rehabilitation efforts! This donation 

has been made available to us by the Fort Worth Zoo.  

Place your order ASAP ð donõt miss out! (You must order ahead of time.)  

Terrific food for all scavengers ð cooked OR raw!  An excellent  alternative 

to ca t and dog food.  Most scavengers eat fish in the wild.  

WHAT?  Smelt & Capelin -  by the case ONLY  
Cases can be broken down for easier storage when you get home.  Order 

only what you can use this month.  We will run the Fish Mobile every 4 - 6 

weeks during the busy season. All items are frozen.  Please be sure to 

order only for yourself, and send this info on to anyone whom you think 

might benefit from this.  

WHEN?   Dates will be announced when scheduled  
Pick-ups can be made at one of five stops. PLEASE be prompt!   

These are FROZEN items and they will melt!  
 4pm Fort Worth Stock Yards/Parking Lot across from Billy Bobõs. 

 5pm Kate Rugrodenõs Home ~ Arlington 

 6pm Rogerõs Wildlife Center ~ Hutchins 

 6pm  Holifield Science Learning Center ~ Plano  

 8pm  The Wildlife Center at C rosstimbers Ranch ~ Terrell  

 
If you need addresses or directions to any of these places, please ask for them 

when you place your order.  DO NOT call the zoo -  the fish is no longer there.  

TO PLACE AN ORDER: Call 972 - 563 - 3555    
or email Wildlife@laketawakoni.com .  

1. Leave what type of fish  you would like,  

2. how many cases of each,  

3. your name,  

4. your contact #,  and which location  you want to pick up.  
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