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²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ²ŜΩǊŜ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΗ 

Facebook.com/wildcaretxFacebook.com/wildcaretx  
   WildCare now has its own Facebook page. Many thanks to 
Kristina Witmer for her volunteer work in creating the page 
and updating its content!   
   Kristina is a partner in the Dallas 
firm, WAVE Integrated Marketing So-
lutions. 
   Facebook reaches more than 133 
million people in the United States. 
The number of users grew 145 per-
cent in 2009. With this social networking tool, WildCare can 
communicate with many people in all age groups and all 
walks of life. The opportunities to educate the public are 
ǾŀǎǘΦ !ƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ мнл άŦŀƴǎέ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǇŀƎŜΦ  
      We also can: 

τ Recruit more members and rehabilitators, and  
τ Appeal to more people in our fund-raising. 

     LǘΩǎ 9ŀǎȅ ¢ƻ IŜƭǇΥ 
§ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŀǎƪ ŀƭƭ ȅƻǳǊ    

friends to become fans of the WildCare page. 
§ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΣ ƛǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ 

Just go to facebook.com and follow the  
      instructions.  

Membership Renewal Time!Membership Renewal Time!  
   LŦ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŜŘ ȅƻǳǊ ²ƛƭŘ/ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇΣ ¢I!bY ¸h¦Φ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘΣ 
ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜΦ LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴŜǿ ǘƻ ²ƛƭŘ/ŀǊŜΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΗ  
   Annual membership is $25, or $35 for a family. Just go to wildcaretx.org, or 
send your check to: WildCare, P.O. Box 156478, Fort Worth, TX 76155. 

 

 

Notable  

Quotables . . . 
 

 

    ñThose who wish to pet            

and baby wildlife love them, 

but those who respect their 

natures and wish to let them 

live their natural lives, love       

them more.ò   

  

 ð Edwin Way Teal  
 

 

    ñI would feel more opti-

mistic about a bright future 

for man if he spent less time 

proving that he can outwit 

Nature and more time tast-

ing her sweetness and re-

specting her seniority.ò 

 

ð E.B. White  

 

 

    ñSpring is when lifeôs 

alive in everything.ò 

 

ð Christina Rossetti 



Community Outreach Volunteer OpportunitiesCommunity Outreach Volunteer Opportunities   

Mark Mark Earth Dayôs 40th anniversary Earth Dayôs 40th anniversary   

by sharing your love of wildlife!  by sharing your love of wildlife!    
 

     Volunteer to help staff the WildCare exhibit booth at  these  
        upcoming events. Pease contact Bonnie Bradshaw  

at 972-743-7737 for more details.  
 

Saturday, April 17 ï Earth Day Celebration, River Legacy Living Science Center, Arlington  
www.riverlegacy.org 

Available shifts: 
10am ï noon  
Noon ï 2pm  

 
Sunday, April 18 ï Oak Cliff Earth Day Celebration, Dallas  

www.oakcliffearthday.com 
Available shifts: 
11am ï 1:30pm 

1:30 ï 4pm 
 

Thursday, April 22 ï Earth Day Celebration, Mountain View College, Cedar Hill  
www.mvc.dcccd.edu 

Available shifts: 
10am ï noon 
Noon - 2pm 

 

Thursday, April 22 ï Earth Day Celebration, Greenhills School, Addison  
www.greenhill.org 
Available shifts: 
10am ï noon 
Noon - 2pm 

 

Saturday, April 24 ï Fort Worth Prairie Fest  
www.tandyhills.org/prairiefest.htm 

All shifts covered ï thank you! 
 

Saturday, April 24 ï Earth Day Celebration, Lewisville Lake Environmental Learning Area  
www.ias.unt.edu/llela 

Available shifts: 
10am ï noon  
Noon ï 2pm 

2 ï 4pm   
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  When birthsWhen births  

      typically starttypically start  
   February ς squirrels, 
some owls 
   March ς opossums 
(above), cottontail rab-
bits, and songbirds, with 
mourning doves the 
άŜŀǊƭȅ ōƛǊŘǎέ  
   April ς raccoons 
   June ς skunks.  

άL CƻǳƴŘ ŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭέ C!vǎάL CƻǳƴŘ ŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭέ C!vǎ  
LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ-breaking snow so 
recently, but baby animals are arriving!  
What do I do if I find a baby animal?  
Before removing it from its environ-
ment, determine whether it really 
needs help. Animals have their best 
chance at survival if you can success-
fully reunite them with their parents. 
Some, like fawns and bunnies, appear 
to be lost from their parents but, in most cases, the par-
ents have tucked their young into a safe place and know 
exactly where they left their baby.  
 
I found an injured animal. Now what?  
LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ōƭŜŜŘƛƴƎ ƻǊ Ƙŀǎ ǇǳƴŎǘǳǊŜ ǿƻǳƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǿŜŀƪΣ ƴƻǘ 
able to use its legs, or has an obvious bone break, see 
άLb¢9w±9b¢Lhbέ below and call the DFW Wildlife Hotline 
immediately to get the animal into the care of a trained, 
permitted rehabber. 
 
The animal isn't hurt. Can I put it back in its nest? 
Yes! If you find the nest, put the baby back and allow the 
mother time to return. (Details at wildcaretx.org)  
 L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ  όǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ tŀƎŜ рΦύ  

INTERVENTION 
1. Prepare a container. Pet carriers, cardboard boxes, or plastic containers with air holes work well. Line the container with 
soft cloth, paper towels, or tissue. Do not use terry cloth towels or wash cloths ς little claws can get caught in the loops. Old 
 T-shirts or woven sheets work well. 
2. Wearing gloves, place a T-shirt or sheet over the animal. Gently scoop up the animal with the sheet and put it in the pre-
pared container. 
оΦ YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǿŀǊƳΦ tƭŀŎŜ ŀ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƻƴ ŀ ƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŀŘ ǎŜǘ ƻƴ άƭƻǿΣέ ƻǊ Ǉǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƴƻƴ-
airconditioned area. 
4. Close the container, but make sure the animal can get air (do not SEAL the container). Put the container in a dark, quiet 
place away from pets or 
children. Do not give the animal anything to eat or drink unless instructed to do so by a trained rehabber or wildlife veteri-
narian. 
5. Wash your hands well and transport the animal to a rehabber arranged through the DFW Wildlife Hotline. 

DFW WILDLIFE HOTLINE:  972-234-WILD 
Rehabbers are trained volunteers who receive no state or federal financial support to provide their services to the 
public. Please consider giving the rehabber a monetary donation to help offset the costs of medical care, food and 
supplies.  

Myth BusterMyth Buster  
   
Contrary to popular 

belief, parents will  
return to their babies 

even if theyôve been 
touched by humans.  



WILDCARE  BOARD OF DIRECTORSWILDCARE  BOARD OF DIRECTORS   
 

President: George Singleton,  bsnsplan@yahoo.com, 

 817-808-3780 

 

Vice President: Bonnie Bradshaw, 

 bonniebradshaw@verizon.net, 972-743-7737 

 

Secretary: Sue Pederson-Stahl, suestahl@ymail.com, 

  214-498-7845 

 

Treasurer: Carol Mulkay, carolynmulkay@sbcglobal.net, 

 817-490-1457 

 

Information Systems Director: Bennett Scott, 
admin@wildcaretx.org 

ðððððððððððððððððïðððððððððð 

Development Director: Betsy Friauf, development@wildcaretx.org,817-
637-5726 

  ! {ǉǳƛǊǊŜƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ! {ǉǳƛǊǊŜƭ wŜƘŀōƛƭƛǘŀǘƻǊΩǎ {ǘƻǊȅ  

   [ƛǎŀ tƘƛƭƭƛǇǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛǘ ς ǎƘŜΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ нм ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊΦ 
   ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳƴƘŜŀǊŘ ƻŦΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƘŀōōŜǊΣ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ !ǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴΦ άLǘΩǎ 
unusual for it to start this early. I got my first one this year on Jan. 10. Usually I 
ǎǘŀǊǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ aŀǊŎƘΦέ 
      Lisa spent a few minutes on the telephone Feb. 15 with your WildCare scribe. 
{ƘŜΩŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ picking up a pinkie that had been attacked by a cat. ά! 
woman saw her cat in a tree at the nest, and the cat brought one baby from the 
nest to the back porch and presented it to the lady. 
   άLΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ōŀōƛŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜǊŜΣΩΩ ǎŀȅǎ [ƛǎŀΣ ŀ ну-year veteran rehab-
ōŜǊΦ ά.ǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƘƛƎƘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŀŦŜƭȅΦέ 
   Her rescued baby squirrel had several puncture wounds. άLǘΩǎ ǘǊƛŎƪȅ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀƴǘƛōƛƻǘƛŎ ǘƻ ŀ ǇƛƴƪƛŜΣ ōǳǘ L ƎŀǾŜ 
ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ŘǊƻǇΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ ό¢ƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻ ƛǎƴΩǘ [ƛǎŀΩǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜƘŀōōŜǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǘΦύ 
   On Feb. 15, Lisa had a total of 18 squirrels: eight babies she was hand-feeding and 10 that wintered over. 
ά¢ƘƻǎŜ мл Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ when the trees start to bud ς late February or maybe March, because of all the 
ǎƴƻǿΣέ [ƛǎŀ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘǎΦ L Ǉǳǘ ǘǊŜŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƎŜǎΣ ǎƻ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ 
Ŝŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōǳŘǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ L ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦέ 
   In cool weather, she continues to provide backup food and water for three weeks after release. 
   Lisa began her rehab career nearly three decades ago, when she found a lone baby squirrel in her back 
ȅŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀƴȅōƻŘȅ ǘƻ ŀǎǎƛǎǘΦ ²ƛǘƘ ŀ ǾŜǘŜǊƛƴŀǊƛŀƴΩǎ ƘŜƭǇΣ ǎƘŜ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ƛǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ōŀŎƪ 
yard. 
   Now she handles 200 to 240 animals each year. 
Cross your fingers for the little pinkie she rescued from the cat, and watch for an update on the WildCare 
facebook page, facebook.com/wildcaretx.  

We Want Your PhotosWe Want Your Photos   

  and Stories!and Stories!   

  

Youôre doing great things.Youôre doing great things.  

We want to share yourWe want to share your  

  experiencesexperiences  

  with all our members with all our members   

and friendsand friends  

  in upcoming newsletters.in upcoming newsletters.  

Please send a summary of your Please send a summary of your 

story and a photo illustrating the story and a photo illustrating the 

animal or event (a picture really is animal or event (a picture really is 

worth a thousand words)worth a thousand words)  

to Development Director to Development Director   

Betsy Friauf, Betsy Friauf,   

development@wildcaretx.orgdevelopment@wildcaretx.org,,  

or call 817or call 817--637637--5726.5726.  

Just 50 to 100 words will be Just 50 to 100 words will be 

enough enough ïï  Betsy will Betsy will   

contact you for details. contact you for details.   

Thanks, and Thanks, and   

Happy ñTailsò to You!Happy ñTailsò to You!  

mailto:bsnsplan@yahoo.com
mailto:bonniebradshaw@tx.rr.com
mailto:carolynmulkay@sbcglobal.net
mailto:development@wildcaretx.org
mailto:development@wildcaretx.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ñL CƻǳƴŘ ŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭέ C!vǎ όŎƻƴǘΦ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ оύ  L CƻǳƴŘ ŀƴ !ƴƛƳŀƭέ C!vǎ όŎƻƴǘΦ ŦǊƻƳ tŀƎŜ оύ   
L ŎŀƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƴŜȄǘΚ 
  tǳǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƴŜ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘǊȅ ƭŜŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ōƛǊŘΣ ƘŀƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜǊ ƛƴ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǿŀǎ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƳŀƳƳŀƭΣ ǎŜǘ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ 
able to find the baby, she may put it back in the nest by herself or care for it where you left it.  
 

²Ƙŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ōŀŎƪΚ 
ω YŜŜǇ ǘƘŜ ōŀōȅ ǿŀǊƳΦ 
ω wŜǎƛǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǊƎŜ ǘƻ ƘŀƴŘƭŜ ƛǘΦ 
ω 5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ !b¸¢ILbD ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ƻǊ ŘǊƛƴƪ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ƛƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ōȅ ŀ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ǊŜƘŀōōŜǊ ƻǊ ŀ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǾŜǘŜǊƛπ
narian. 
ω {ŜŜ άLb¢9w±9b¢Lhbέ on Page 3 and call the DFW Wildlife Hotline immediately. Time is of the essence with 
tiny animals. They can suffer shock, dehydration or hypothermia when in 
the care of an untrained person. Do not attempt to raise the baby on your own, even if you have experience 
fostering domestic kittens or puppies. Wild animals have specific nutritional needs and other needs to get 
them ready to return to the wild. A wildlife rehabilitator is the best per-
son to provide this care.  
 

I found a baby bunny. What should I do? 
/ƻǳƴǘƭŜǎǎ άŀōŀƴŘƻƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎŎǳŜŘέ ōŀōȅ ōǳƴƴƛŜǎ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǊŜƘŀō- 
bers each year through well-meaning people who have erroneously 
removed them from their environment.  
Healthy bunnies are on their own by the time they are the size of a  
tennis ball or 4-5 inches long. If you have to chase it, it does not need 
your help. 
ω LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΣ ǎŜŜ άLb¢9w±9b¢Lhbέ on Page 3 and call the DFW Wild-
life Hotline. 
ω LŦ ǘƘŜ ōǳƴƴȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƴƧǳǊŜŘΣ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘŀƭƭƻǿ ŘŜπ
pression in the ground, or under something, lined with grass and fur. 
Put the bunny back in the nest and cover it with grass to hide it. 
ω ¢ƘŜ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǇŜƴŘǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴǎ 
to feed the babies at dusk and dawn. 

 

      A big thankA big thank--you to Robert Fitzgerald you to Robert Fitzgerald   
         IŜΩǎ ŀƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎƛŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ фмм ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΦ  
 
  Sometimes a 911 Wildlife call results in no fee, especially when the technician educates the 
homeowner on how to solve the wildlife conflict without professional  assistance.  
 
  But if the customer wants to provide some compensation, Robert presents a WildCare brochure 
and suggests a donation. This has resulted in several contributions, including a recent $150.  
 
 In the photo at left, Robert rescues a baby skunk.  

The sweet smell of success!The sweet smell of success!  



A Visit to Dewey A Visit to Dewey   

Bird RehabilitationBird Rehabilitation  

TT he Nestlings in Need group of 
άŦƭŜŘƎƭƛƴƎέ ōƛǊŘ ǊŜƘŀōōŜǊǎ ǿŀǎ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
ǘƻ ŀ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ aŀǊƪŜȅǘŀ 5ŜǿŜȅΩǎ мл ŀŎǊŜǎ 

near Glen Rose, Texas, on Jan. 17. Markeyta has 
several large outdoor flight cages, plus indoor 
cages, well-organized work areas and a wealth 
of knowledge. Truly inspiring.  

            Thank you, Markeyta!  Thank you, Markeyta!    

  
Top right: A great horned owl on the mend. 
Below left: hƴŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƪŜȅǘŀΩǎ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ŎŀƎŜǎΦ 
Below right: Using a deceased barn owl, Markeyta dem-
onstrates how to palpate for broken bones.  

Next for Nestlings in NeedNext for Nestlings in Need  
2 p.m. Sunday, March 7 
¢ƻǳǊ ¢ƻƳ !ǊŜƴǎƻƴΩǎ ōƛǊŘ ǊŜƘŀō ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴ YŜƭƭŜǊΣ ¢·Σ  
specializing in small raptors including screech owls (at 
right) and kestrels. For directions and more details, 
RSVP by March 1: bonniebradshaw@verizon.net  
or 972-743-7737.   


