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Tour a Bird Rehab Facility and Learn
How To Care for Our Feathered Friends

Nestlings in Need

Tour of Dewey Bird Rehabilitation
near Glen Rose, Texas

2-4 p.m. Sunday, Jan. 17

— See several different types

of flight cages

— Free for WildCare members,

$10 for non-members

— Minimum age 18

— Advance registration required
— Receive carpool instructions
when you register online:
www.wildcaretx.org/NestlingsinNeed

Markeyta Dewey with a barred
owl.

Countless birds have been helped to regain their wings and re-
turn to the wild since Markeyta Dewey began rehabilitating birds
more than 20 years ago.

On Sunday, Jan. 17, Markeyta is providing us a tour of her set-up
in Nemo, five miles east of Glen Rose. Among the attractions are
Markeyta's half-dozen flight cages that help condition birds for re-
lease.

In her busiest year, Markeyta rehabbed about 500 birds, plus
some 100 mammals. That takes the kind of commitment and pas-
sion she brings to her work. She's motivated by her love of wildlife,
her fascination with birds and a conviction that we humans have a
trust to keep.

“We're moving into wildlife habitat more and more, and drawing
wildlife to our yards,” she says. This increases the potential for con-
flicts and raises the odds that birds and other wildlife will be or-
phaned, injured or sickened. Markeyta's work and experiences also
point up the need to educate the public, another of WildCare's core
missions.

“People in town are encouraged to feed birds, but this can create
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Come for a Tour and Learn
from a 20-year Bird Rehabilitator

Continued from Page 1

hazards for the birds you're trying to help,” observes
Markeyta. “When birds congregate around a food source,
they're more vulnerable to other birds that prey on them.
Plus, when we put out bird seed, that only benefits the spe-
cies that eat seed. There are others that overwinter and
don't eat seed, like phoebes and wrens. So people are pick-
ing and choosing among species when they put out seed.”

Also, the spread of disease among birds is more likely
when they congregate around a concentrated food source.
Markeyta also points out that there's a danger the birds will
ingest toxins in spoiled seed. And further, commercial bird
seed mix may not provide good nutrition, especially if it's
eaten by mammals as well as birds. Markeyta sees this
firsthand. “People bring me squirrels that have died to recy- |
cle as food for raptors. | gut them, and when | open a squir- & 4 k]
rel from the City, it's laden with fat. It's been eating nuts, Markeyta Dewey cared for these kestrals.
corn and so on, because corn is often a major ingredient in
commercial bird seed but it's very fattening. I'm not going to feed something so fat to a hawk or owl. But
squirrels from the country have hardly any fat.”

Markeyta is a remarkable person, but the story of how she started rehabbing animals is not so different
from most. “One day we heard chirping from a nest in a tree trunk and saw a pile of feathers at the base of
the tree. We watched for a full day. No parent came. So we raised three ladderback woodpeckers with ad-
vice from a Waco rehabber." After that, Markeyta was hooked.

The Jan. 17 outing is the third meeting of Nestlings in Need, a WildCare program that's addressing a
desperate need by training more bird rehabbers. The first meeting, in November 2009, was an introduction
to the basics of bird rehab. December's meeting was an overview of flight cage construction. February's
meeting will be an old-fashioned "barn-raising” of sorts, in which we'll build a flight cage.

Markeyta rehabs raptors, such as great horned owls and red-tailed hawks, as well as songbirds. Most of
the songbirds she receives are young blue jays, mockingbirds and robins — “the big bright ones that aren't
shy and are easy for people to see.” Shy birds, like cardinals and wrens, tend to hide, therefore people are
less likely to rescue them.

Spring and early summer are the busy times, with baby birds proliferating, and a rehabber's feeding
regimen can be rigorous. But Markeyta has developed a system. “After | get on a schedule and have all the
birds in a suitable place, it is much easier.” And it's rewarding work. Markeyta is endlessly fascinated by bird
behavior and differences between species. Also, “you often see a bird that's a little different from the others
you've seen within its species, and it can be a real challenge.”

Markeyta first received her rehab permits in 1987. Since then she has accumulated many exciting
stories. One of her favorites involved a half-dozen juvenile red-tailed hawks that were having a “soft re-
lease” with backup feeding offered daily. Two young red foxes had been released around the same time and
would also return for supplemental feeding. “I tossed out some food for one red-tail, but a fox snatched it.
The hawk chased the fox on foot around and around our propane tank. The fox picked up speed, dug a
hole, put the food in, and backed off and sat down. “The hawk came around the tank, saw that the fox no
longer had the food, and sailed off,” says Markeyta. “The fox dug up the food and carried it away. | wish I'd
had a video camera.”




Community Outreach Volunteer Opportunities

Share your love of wildlife in 2010!

Volunteer to help staff the WildCare exhibit booth at these upcoming events.
Please contact Bonnie Bradshaw at 972-743-7737 for more details.

Thursday, April 22
Earth Day, Mountain View College, Cedar Hill
Available shifts:
10am — noon
Noon - 2pm

Thursday, April 22
Earth Day, Greenhills School, Addison
Available shifts:
10am — noon
Noon - 2pm

Saturday, April 24
Fort Worth Prairie Fest
www.tandvhills.org/prairiefest.htm
Available shifts:
10am — noon
Noon — 2pm
2 —4pm

Saturday, Aug. 7
Viva Dallas Expo, Dallas Market Hall
Available shifts:
10am — noon
Noon — 2pm
2 —4pm

Sunday, Aug. 8
Viva Dallas Expo, Dallas Market Hall
Available shifts:
Noon — 2pm
2 —4pm



http://www.tandyhills.org/prairiefest.htm

Don’t Miss the Annual
Membership Meeting

Sunday, Jan. 24, at 6 p.m.

Carrabads I talian
1701 Cross Roads
Grapevine, TX
Dutch treat

RSVP:9+243 7737

WILDCARE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Become a Member President: George Singleton,

WILDCARE is a non-profit organization of bsnsplan@yahoo.com, 817-808-3780
volunteers trained to care for ill, injured,
or orphaned native wildlife until they recover Vice President: Bonnie Bradshaw,
and have grown to an age where they can bonniebradshaw@tx.rr.com,

take care of themselves. They are then 972-743-7737

released back into the wild in an appropriate
location. We need rehabilitators, volunteers Secretary: Sue Pederson-Stahl ,
and supporters. We would be delighted to suestahl@ymail.com, 214-498-7845
have you as a member.

Treasurer: Carol Mulkay, carolynmul-
To join, kay@sbcglobal.net, 817-490-1457
contact us at
www.wildcaretx.org Information Systems Director: Bennett
817-237-8500 Scott, admin@wildcaretx.org

P.O. Box 156478, Devel ¢ Director: Betsy Friauf. devel
evelopment Director: Betsy Friauf, develop-
Fort Worth, TX76155 ment@wildcaretx.org, 817-637-5726

Help a Friend — and Help Wildcare, Too

It's the time of year when schools and other organizations sell ads for yearbooks,
directories, programmes and such. If someone in your life asks you to buy an ad,
consider making it a “two-fer” by placing an ad for WildCare. To get a camera-ready
ad that’s business-card size and can be enlarged, please contact Development
Director Betsy Friauf, development@wildcaretx.org or 817-637-5726.
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Wildat Heaart

Give The Gift That
You Care About Wil

Make a donation to the Wildcare Triag\e\

in honor of someone you love
Every year, thousands of wild animals
in Dallas-Fort Worth are orphaned, injured or sick.
WILDCARE has taken the first
steps toward opening a much-
needed emergency clinic for
wildlife. The WILDCARE
Triage Center will provide a
central location where sick,
orphaned and injured wildlife
can receive high-quality initial
care and entry into the wildlife
rehabilitation network.

Yes, I want to help make this dream a reality!

My name Phone

Address City Zip

Email address

My donation is in honor of

Send card to Name Address

Donation: $35 $75 $125 $200$500 Other

Please make check payable to WILDCARE and mail to P.0. Box 156478, Fort Worth TX 76155,

Your generous support is greatly appreciated!
For more info or to make an online donation, pleassit www.wildcaretx.org

All donations are tax deductible.




