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It’s Baby Skunk Time

Memorial Day

has come and gone,
and that means skunks
are giving birth.

(Source: Laura Simon, Humanf
Society of the U.S.)

THE TRUE NATURE
OF SKUNKS
Skunks are among th¢
most misunderstood
At R YAYlIfad ¢KS&QNEB
very docile, benign animals whose severe reghtedness of-
ten gets them in trouble. Their odor is famous and strikes fe
everyone who encounters them.
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don't waste their defensive spray. Instead, they stamp their
front feet as a warning if another creature gets too close, giv
F YLX S 2LILIR2NIdzyAGe F2NJ GKS

Skunks have a hearty appetite for grubs, frogs, insects, mig

and baby rats. People find that their rodent problems disapg

after skunks take up residence.

Q: I see a dead mother skunk by the side of the road surrounded by ba-
bies. What should | do?

A: Contact a licensed rehabilitator to help you: DFW Wildlife Hotline; 9
234WILD. In the meantime, you can put an upsttevn laundry basket
2P0SNJ 0KS aildzyla a2 GKSe& R2y Qi ¢
Q: Do skunks carry rabies? (continued on page 2)
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Wish List

Many area residents and

14

WildCare. Nofperishables are
kept in a storage space, and
periodically, we invite mem-
bers to come and take what
they need.

Generous donors have re-

other things, a freezeiThank

you, Joyce and Ted Bauman!)

An Xray machine was do-

nated by an anonymous con

tributor. These are being

stored for eventual use when

we open our triage center.
Things we always need:

1. pet carriers (all sizes)

2.animal cages (all sizes)

3. puppy and dog food

4. kitten and cat food

5. surgical gloves (all sizes)

6. leather gloves (all sizes)

7.ceramic pet food bowls (al

sizes)

8. Smart Crocks (plastic food

Ibiswis with brackets that at-

tach to cages)
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1J.. metal shelving units
{2 KargBvan(io dgransgioft
dnjured wildlife
,é? commercial washer and
ryer
14.commercial dishwasher
15. refrigerator
16.digital Xray machine
0 make your tax-deductible
donatign, please caII
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972-743-7737.

businesses donate supplies 1o
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’ Page2

Baby Skunk Time

(continued from page 1)

A: Skunks may contract their own strain of rabies
(primarily in central U.S.) or serve as a "spier" spe-
cies for other variants. However, this disease rarely
causes human fatalities. Since 1980, only one hu

death has been attributed to the skunk strain of rank;l

anywhere in the United States. According to the Cg
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the few hu
man deaths to rabies annually (on average two or
three a year, nationwide) have been largely due to

mestic bat strains or canine strains contracted overt

aStrad LOGQA AYLRNIFYy(d G2
ing your local animal control officer if you observe g
sick, disorienteehcting skunk in areas where rabies
occurs. To answer questions about rabies, contact
state health department.

Q: There’s a skunk in my yard during the daytime.
Isn’t it rabid?

A: Even though skunks are nocturnal, they sometin
forage by day, particularly in the spring, when they
have young and may be extra hungry. If an adult sk
seen in the daytime is also showing abnormal behg

iors such as paralysis, circling, unprovoked aggressig

screeching, selnutilation, or uncharacteristic tame-
ness, call your local animal control officer or police

partment for assistance and keep all companion ani-

mals and children away from the animal.

Q: There’s a baby skunk running around by day.
s it rabid?

AL Qa Ll2aairofSs
lost sight of the mother.

esSi

Watch to see if the baby finds the den or if the motle

retrieves him. You can put a plastic laundry basket

side down over the skunk to temporarily contain the

animal while waiting for her to return.
(continued on page 3)
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Odor Remedy
For dogs, clothes,
skin, etc.

* One quart 3 percent hydroge
peroxide

* One-fourth cup baking soda
* 1 teaspoon liquid dish or laun
dry soap

Mix these 3 ingredients
together, then dip a wash-
rag in the solution and rub
down the dog. Rinse and tf
odor will disappear within
minutes!
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We Want Your Photos
K and Stories!
YouoOre doi
r{Ne want to share your
experiences in upcoming
‘newsletters.
Please send a summary of
your story and/or photo
to Development Director
Betsy Friguf,

deveB R @ilbchrent dig

or call 817-637-5726.

ng

~Just 50 to 100 words will be
enoughi Betsy will contact
you for details.
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SkunkS (continued from page 2)

Approach the skunk slowly and talk softlif the skunk gives a warning by stamping its

front feet, stand still or back off. You can approach again after the animal calms dowp.

As baby skunks get older, they sometimes come out to expl@:=
odzi Yzaid 2F GKS GAYS GkSe { Skunksare not
If you continually see baby skunks outside, they may be or-

phaned. An orphaned baby will be frantic. aggressive,
If the skunk appears to be truly orphaned, call DFW Wildlife but near-
Hotline, 972234-WILD, to locate a wildlife rehabilitator. sightedness
Keep an eye on the skunk and keep all people and compani

animals away. may cause
Q: I have a cat door and found a skunk in my house. What do | do? them to

A: Try to isolate the skunk in one room by closing all doors and erectir]
barriers (such as screens or boards) to gently funnel the skunk back 4 Wwander up (0]

way he came in. a Chlld

Cat doors pose a continual problem because skunks and other wildlifg .
avyStt GKS OFd F22R AYyaARS I'yR Orywu Noaaadu
altogether and train your cats to become indoor cats; their lifespan will b&5lgears, versus outdoor
cats, who live only two to five years.

In addition, outdoor cats kill hundreds of millions of birds every year and even more small mammg
you absolutely cannot keep your cat indoors, put out the cat food at a certain time in the middle of]
day, while nocturnal wild animals are sleeping.
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If you must have a cat door, either lock it at night (remember, skunks are generally nocturnal) or get the

YI3AySGAO (AYRI gKAOK 2Ly 2yfteé ¢gKSy araylts
Q: Do | have to worry about my children being attacked by a skunk?

A: Skunks are not aggressive. Again, their defense is spraying rather than biting or scratching. Du
their nearsightedness, skunks may wander up to a child, or orphaned young may follow a child, u
G2 RAAOSNY GKIFIG AGQa | LISNE2Yy® ¢KSasS Ayaidly
contact with wild animals and instead enjoy watching them from afar.

Q: Do | need to pay a nuisance control trapper to solve my problem?

Al f 1 K2dzZaK LIS2L)X SQa 3Idzi NBF Ol A 2y wl hoesohde fhe prablend
because skunks from the surrounding area will soon replace any removed.

la f2y3 a4 GKSNBQa ajldzyl KFEoAdGFdGT GKSNB gAf
tion.

In addition, nuisance wildlife control companies charge arfesometimes hundreds of dollars for
problems that homeowners often can resolve themselves.

And when animals are trapped during the birthing season, starving babies may be left behind.
CNI LIIAY3I A& AYFIROA&lIOES dzyftSaa |y FyAYLFE Aa
threat to humans or domestic pets.

The answer is prevention through exclusion: anipraof your home by sealing up all holes.
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Volunteer
Opportunity!

Viva Dallas Expo

Can you help staff
the WildCare booth?

Saturday & Sunday, Aug. 7 & 8
Spend a few hours or all day!

9 a.m:6 p.m.
Dallas Market Hall

2200 Stemmons Freeway

Sponsored by
Greater Dallas Hispanic
Chamber of Commerce

If you can help, please call
Bonnie Bradshaw, 97243-7737.

Who We Are

WildCare is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization of
volunteers trained to care fof
ill, injured or orphaned
native wildlife until they
recover and have grown
to an age where they can
take care of
themselves.
They are then released back
into the wild in an
appropriate location.

Individual
membership: $25.
Family membership: $35.
Organization
membership: $100.

Join online at
www.wildcaretx.org,
or send your
membership fee
to WILDCARE, Inc.,
PO Box 156478,
Fort Worth, TX 76155.
817-237-8500

Thank you!
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facebook.com/wildcaretx



Wildlife Rescue in High Gear
During Gulf of Mexico Oil Spill

(Adapted from the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service websiteww.fws.goy
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has sent more tha}
200 people into the Gulf of Mexico region to respond to the B
oil spill. FWS is preparing to deal with the effects of the oil at }
wildlife refuges that line the coasts of Louisiana, Mississippi,
Alabama and Florida. Aerial and ground surveys are assess
damage, and FWS personnel and other workers are recoveril
oiled cleaned, healed and released in safe locations.
"This spill is significant, and in all likelihood will affect fish and
wildlife resources in the Gutfand across the North American
continent, for years, if not decades, to come," said Fish and
Wildlife Service Acting Director Rowan Gould.
Refuges at Risk
There are32 National Wildlife Refuges risk from the BP Oil
Spill. These are home to dozens of threatened and endanger¢
species, including West Indian manatees, whooping cranes, N
sissippi sandhill cranes, wood storks and four species of sea {
tles. ;
Although so far oiled wildlife recovered has been minimal, FW
expects the number to increase.
The Threat to Wildlife

Many species of wildlife face grave risk from the spill. Laughing gulls, Breton National Wildlife Ref-
Birds can be exposed to oil as they float on the water or dive |uge, southeast Louisiana. Booms in back-
(continued on page 6) ground. FWS/Tom MacKenzie

Where We Fit in:wildlife Rehabilitation and Education (WRE) in Houston, which has assisted in 6
Gulf spills over 26 years, is standby, says Director Sharon SchmaliRE can take 2,000 birds and
animals at its center in Houston. If those should arrive, WRE will call on WildCare to help, Schmalz
says. Although WRE trained some workers who are involved inréiseue and cleaning, Schmalz say
AKS A& aaK2O01SR (Kl (i -a0CNS NRIALIAWIERE BSRE KAl
48-foot air-conditioned trailer with its own generators, and a bus with two surgery tables and 32
all Ayt Saa aasSSt Or3asSaxzé¢ {OKYLFET aread az2sS |
being put to use. They say they want us to stay put in case the oil reaches Texas, but we have e
LIS2LX S (42 R2 020Kdé 2w9 NBOSyidfe NBGAZNYSR 7
Delta National Wildlife Refuge near Venice, La. Houston has another rehabilitation Tepagp\Vild-
life Rehabilitation Coalition, alsoonstandby, 3 @ & 5 ANBOUG2NI w2aft ey 9@S
F2N) KSELE FYR LQY (GNRBAYy3 G2 3SG oF 01 G2 GKS
May 28. She said the Coalition has a lot of people who are willing to help. Also, people have calls
from as far away as Wisconsin with offers of assistance.

See U.S. agency’s appeal for qualified helpers, page 6
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http://www.fws.gov
http://www.fws.gov/home/dhoilspill/refuges.html

U.S. Agency Seeks Qualified
Helpers on Gulf Coast

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service sent this message to members of the International Wild-

life Rehabilitation Council and the National Wildlife Rehabilitators Association.
REQUEST FOR WILDLIFE PARAPROFESSIONAL INFORMATION

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is working witStéte Bird
Rescue & Research (Btiate) who is contracted by British Pet
leum to provide wildlife assistance for species who may be i
pacted by the recent oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico. The Serv
recognizes T G 18Qa SELISNIAAS Ay
while many wildlife organizations and individuals have ex-
pressed interest in providing their assistance, all rehabilitatig
efforts must be coordinated through the Service andSkate.
Coordination is vitally important for recovery and research ef

forts, and specific safety requirements and other requirements : ~—
must be met before anyone will be allowed-site for any par- ~i.. S

ticipation.

The Service and T8tate have designated a Paraprofessional Coordinator (PPC) to compile &

(continued on page 7)

Rescue in High Gear

(continued from page 5)
for fish through of#slicked water. Oiled birds can lose the ability to fly and can ingest the oil while pr
ing.

Sea turtles such as loggerheads and leatherbacks can be impacted as they swim to shore for nes
tivities. Turtle nest eggs may be damaged if an oiled adult lies on the nest. Oil has the potentia
sist in the environment long after a spill and have kbeign impacts on fish and wildlife.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) reports on its website, www.noaa.gov:
Sea Turtles: The total number of sea turtles verified from April 30 to May 25 within the designated s
area is 223. The 223 includes three entirely oiled sea turtles that were captured alive during dedica
water surveys last week: two small Kemp's Ridley and a largesiduibLoggerhead turtle. They were
taken to the Audubon Aquarium where they are undergoingpdimg and care and are doing well. In ag

een-

ting ac-
to per-

pill
ited on

dition, 207 dead and 13 live stranded turtles (of which three subsequently died in rehab) have been veri-

fied. None of the dead or alive stranded turtles have had visible evidence of external oil.

Dolphins: From April 30 to May 25, there have been 22 dead dolphins verified within the designate
area. The dolphin collected on May 24 is being evaluated. The other 21 dolphins have had no visik
dence of external oil.

d spill
le evi-
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U.S. Agency Seeks Qualified Helpers

(continued from page 6)

list and organize scheduling of potential responders providing the information reques
below. Paraprofessionals (see definition in box below) located within the states of Lou-
Isiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida and Texas will have first preference in scheduling

led

and will be scheduled for efforts located within their home state. If you are located outside
of these states and are interested in providing wildlife assistance, please submit the $same

requested information.

All responders will be contacted by the PPC when their assistance is needed. State
bilitation organizations, permitted wildlife rehabilitation organizations, private rehabilit
tors or those individuals who aessociated with a wildlife organization can help now by
providing the following information if you would be available to assist in the oil spill re-
sponse efforts: Name, complete address, phone numbers (primary and alternate); email
address, exact dates you are available, where you can travel, and number of people avail-
able.

It is also helpful to note if you are a wildlife rehabilitator, what species you have expe
ence with, i.e. wading birds, raptors, pelagic seabirds, waterfowl, etc.

It would also be beneficial to know if you are a veterinarian or an avian veterinarian,
veterinary technician, or a wedleasoned rehabilitator; and if you have rabies-prposure
shots.

Please direcinquiries or any calls about your interest in providing wildlife assistance to
fwdppc@fws.gowr to 404/6797049.

reha-
a_

b[]-

person possessing, an active permit or authorization related to the species to be wo

mand (such as Site Safety Plan, Incident Action Plan, public affairs requirement, etc
has a working knowledge and experience (at least 3 months) with the general protoc
procedures and safety hazards associated with working on the species of question.
Anyone who does not qualify as a paraprofessional and is still interested in volunteer-
ing, may register at Gulf of Mexiddeepwater Horizon Incident

http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/site/2931/
All oiled wildlife calls should be directed to the Wildlife Hotline - @&66-557-1401 so we can coordinate)
recovery/rescue. It is important that you pleaseoid going to affected areas or handling wildlife until
you are part of a coordinated response effort. Thank you in advance for your assistance and for your

A paraprofessional is defined as a person who: Either possesses, or works directly under a

rked

on; is affiliated with a wildlife organization working within the Wildlife Branch of the Inci-
dent Command Structure (ICS),or is a staff member of a wildlife Trustee agency; agree to
work under, and abide by, appropriate planning documents prepared by the Unified Com-

) and
ol,

willingness to help America's wildlife.



http://www.wildcaretx.org:2095/3rdparty/squirrelmail/src/compose.php?send_to=fw4ppc%40fws.gov
http://www.deepwaterhorizonresponse.com/go/site/2931/

Notable Quotables. . .

ARNA perfect summer day |[i|s when the sun
is shining, the breeze is blowing, the birds AA bird dolesnbod
are singing, and the lawn mower is bro- because it has an an-
ken. o 8 James Dent swer, it sings because|it

has a song.
d Lou Holtz

WILDCARE BOARD

OF DIRECTORS Free to

g President George Singleton
bsnsplan@yahoo.com
817-808-3780

Members

s Vice President Bonnie Bradshaw Place your advertise-
bonniebradshaw@verizon.net ment in the WildCare
I12-743-7731 newsletter, free of

g§Secretary Sue Pederson-Stahl charge.
suestahl@ymail.com
214-498-7845 s What you get:

Onetime placement of

s Treasurer Carol Mulkay your businesgard size ad
carolynmulkay@sbcglobal.net in our monthly newsletter.
817-490-1457 § Who you reach:

More than 600 Wild-

s Information Systems Care members and friends
Director Bennett Scott via email.
admin@wildcaretx.org s How to do it:Contact

Development Director
0000000000800 Betsy Friauf,
develop-
WILDCARE Development Director: ment@WildCaretx.org, or

s Betsy Friauf, development@wildcaretx.org, Py
817-637-5726 817-637-5726.
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