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Giveaway a Runaway Success

More than a dozen wildlife rehabilitators stocked up
on equipment and supplies at the recent WildCare
giveaway of
donated ma-
terials.

It was a
blustery sec-
ond day of
Spring, but
cold weather
doesnot
rehabbers!
Thank you to
all who defied
frosthiteto |
collect vari-
ous useful — —
items including (but not limited to) cages of all sizes,
shade cloth, feeding accessories and medical supplies.

We distributed several carloads and truckloads of
items, and made room in our (definitely unheated) stor-
age space for more donations. Our space, donated by
Pepsi, is in a centrally located store-it-yourself place
near the Arlington/Grand Prairie line.

Got stuf f vy o ufyad davésupplesaa-d
ot her rehabber can use, w
them until our next giveaway. Also, please keep in mind
that your employer or a store you patronize might have
useful things to donate. To arrange pickup, call

817-637-5726 or 972-743-7737.
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www.audubon.org
www.refugeassociation.org

Whe We Are

WildCare is a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization
of volunteers trained to

care for ill, injured or

orphaned native wild-
life until they recover
and have grown to an
age where they can
take care of them-
selves. They are then
released back into the
wild in an appropriate
location.
Individual
membership: $25.
Family membership:
$35.
Organization
membership: $100.
Join online at
www.wildcaretx.org,
or send your
membership fee
to WILDCARE, Inc.,
PO Box 156478, Fort
Worth, TX 76155.
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We're on Facebook!
Facebook.com/
wildcaretx
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National Organization Helps You Crea

This article is adapted from the Humane Society of the United States Web site, http://www.humanesociety.org/
animals/resources/facts/humane_backyard.html

Is your backyard (or apartment balcony, townhouse garden or corporate campus) a
good place for wildlife? The Humane Society of the U.S. has suggestions for easy
ways to make your space a sanctuary for wild-
life, regardless of its size.

What i1 s a Humane Backy|a
harmony between people, their pets, and the
wild creatures who share outdoor spaces sur-
rounding urban and suburban homes. When
you embark on making your yard (or deck, or
roof, or any outdoor space) a humane backyard,
you are fostering beauty, pleasure and, not inci-
dentally, understanding.

| t s ecologically soun
Maintaining a humane backyard uses no products or practices that harm
(please turn to Page 4)

) We Want Your Photos
A Squirrel Status Report and Stories!
Youdre doing ¢@grea

In the February newsletter we learned e want to share your
about rehabber Lisa Fgrjeriz,jcegip@(;gmin@aty s
that was rescued after mixing it up with a newsletters.

cat. Please send a summary of
your story and/or photo

Lisa reports that hle|®BevelopmeniDiegior g nd r

and perfect except for a few battle scars 3:$Z¥0ng?gpwil dearetx.of
from the big bad cat D 200

| &F call 817-637-5726.

She says, fAHe has ofnfsusts0f 800 woswilei|s T
ear, and that's how [ tell him apart from the enoughi Betsy will contact

others. I'm glad | put in the time and effort you for details.
oOcuz he's one swell i ttl e guy.
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|l ntroducing 2 I
Membership

Coordinator,
Rebecca Wilson

Rebecca Wil son is Wil dCareds new memfper ¢
heard fromherd6 and i f you havendét, you wil/l!

She has taken on a big chunk of volulpt ece
bership rolls up to date. You may have had a call from her to ask how WildCare can
serve you better, or whether you have |[ski
tapped. Sheds also offering the opportjluni

Rebecca, who earned a degree in science, has an accomplished career in sales.
She moved to Texas a few years ago, and lives in Garland.

She first learned about WildCare from a news item about our Call of the Wild

event a couple years ago. Al tlowesamgnmlss h g0 s
and is very happy to be fAgiving backo|thr
AnBeing involved in the community is sd inm
Al Om amazed every time | talk to a [ d(

has so many awesome skills and so much dedication. | love hearing their stories of
how they got involved and all the details of everything they do for the animals. It
gets me excited. o

When Rebecca first moved to Texas frgogm N
mate. Alt gets so seriously hot here, d sh
deaths of elderly people who lacked air conditioning in their homes.

This led her to another way she contributes to the community: She raises funds
to purchase window-unit air-conditioners for the needy.

Welcome, Rebecca! WildCare is very fortunate to have you.



Herebds How to Make (anusbhidkena n

animals to preserve a natural landscape and enhance the natural diversity of green space. The idea builds
on an exciting national trend aimed at fostering ecologically sound communities.

Residents with humane backyards are generally rewarded

with lower water usage and less maintenance. They enjoy a
more natural relationship with their surroundings and inevita-
bly gain a deeper appreciation of nature. Wildlife populations

benefit from this wiser understanding of habitat and animal

behavior. Tired old conflicts between wildlife and homeown-

ers are reduced.

Any space can be a humane backyard

Whether you have a container garden on an apartment bal- \
cony, a townhouse with a sliver of ground, an average subur-

ban yard, a sprawling corporate property, or a community

park, you have the potential to make things better for wild

animals, and of course, yourself.

& A hanging flower on an inner-city balcony serves as a stopover for migrating hummingbirds.
0 Avyard free of pesticides and herbicides becomes forage for insect-eating birds.
0 A corporate campus becomes an amazing refuge where diverse animals survive, and thrive.

Transform your community

The Humane BackyardE begins with simple and practfi

attract songbirds and butterflies, to deter wildlife species with whom conflicts occur, and, above all, to hu-
manely resolve conflicts when they do happen. Connect one humane backyard to many, and entire commu-
nities are transformed; the relationship between humans and animals revitalized.

SMART CHOICES FOR THE SPACE YOU HAVE

If you live in an urban area with a limited amount of property, you may want to focus on attracting birds,

butterflies, bees, squirrels and other small animals. If you have many acres on a road with limited traffic, con-
sider landscape options and plantings (or just plain tolerance) that caters to species such as deer, raccoons,

skunks, prairie dogs, coyotes, and fox.

Here are a few points to consider when making your plan:

8 Will the species that you want to attract be relatively safe venturing into the urban or suburban land-
scape?

§ How will neighbors respond if the deer or rabbi
their yards? Try to find a friendly balance between human and wild neighbors.

§ Remember the rule is to do no harm. Never feed
yards. | f you teach these animals to take hando
welcome and cause a conflict that could end in their removal or death. (Continued on Page 5)

t s

wi |
ut s

(
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CREATING
A SAFE HAVEN
FOR WILDLIFE

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4)

If you want to create a yard that attracts a
diversity of wildlife, let these questions
guide your landscaping design and plant
choices:

§ Are there safe spots in which animals
can hide from predators and raise their
young?

§ Are there native food sources offered
year round, such as seeds, cones, nuts and
berries?
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§ Is there a diversity of habitat d a layering

of vegetation from ground cover and shrubbery to the canopy above?

s Is there a clean, flowing water source from which these animals can drink and

bathe?

The Humane Society of the United States Urban Wildlife Sanctuary Program
(UWSP) is open to spaces large and small. The essential ingredient is an in-

terest in welcoming wildlife.

If you enhance habitat on your propertyd by providing food, water, cover, and,
where possible, safe places for wildlife to raise their youngd and commit to
using humane approaches for resolving conflicts with wildlife, your deck,
yard, rooftop, or other space could become an official HSUS Urban Wildlife

Sanctuary. Find more information at

http://www.humanesociety.org/animals/resources/facts/humane backyard.html
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Notable Quotables . . .
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WILDCARE BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

g President: George Singleton,
bsnsplan@yahoo.com, 817-808-3780

s Vice President: Bonnie Bradshaw, bonnie-
bradshaw@verizon.net, 972-743-7737

g Secretary: Sue Pederson-Stahl,
suestahl@ymail.com, 214-498-7845

g Treasurer: Carol Mulkay, carolynmul-
kay@sbcglobal.net, 817-490-1457

g Information Systems Director.  Bennett

Scott, admin@wildcaretx.org
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WILDCARE Development Director:
§ Betsy Friauf, development@wildcaretx.org,
817-637-5726

omThe di ff
Iretween
finvolyement' and
'‘commitment’

is ltke an eggs-and-
ham breakfast:

The chicken was

Oi nvol ved,

was O6commi

0 Anonymous

Free to members!
Place your advertisement
in the WildCare newslet-

ter, free of charge.

§ What you get: One-time
placement of your busi-
ness-card size ad in our
monthly newsletter.
Who you reach: More
than 600 WildCare mem-
bers and friends via e-
mail.

Contact Development Di-
rector Betsy Friauf,
develop-
ment@WildCaretx.org, or
817-637-5726.
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